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OBJECTIVEBACKGROUND
India is dealing with an HIV epidemic, with over 5 million adults infected with HIV.

Sex workers have been identified as a high risk group and have been targeted by interventions which promote condom use to 
prevent transmission.

Condom use among female sex workers (FSW) is a complex behavior that differs widely by partner type, posing challenges for 
HIV prevention. 

METHODS

RESULTS

CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS

To examine correlates of consistent condom use among female sex workers with their non-client partners, who were defined as husbands, temporary 
husbands or lovers.

Analyzed data from a cross-sectional survey with 812 FSW in Andhra Pradesh, India using bivariate and multivariate analyses.

1.There is a high prevalence of inconsistent condom use with non-client partners including husbands and 
temporary husbands or lovers.

IMPLICATION: Women are at high risk for infecting or being infected by their non-client partners with HIV or 
other sexually transmitted diseases.

2. Sterilization was independently associated with inconsistent condom use with non-client partners (Table 3). 

IMPLICATION: This is an important finding since sterilizations rates are particular high in Andhra Pradesh and        
other regions of India. In non-client relationships, women may view condoms as a contraceptive method more 
than as protection against STIs or HIV.

3. Home-based, highway-based and multiple types of sex work was associated with consistent use of condoms 
with non-client partners (Table 3).

IMPLICATION: Since sex work categories are fairly ambiguous it is difficult to interpret this finding. 

4. Women who reported having experienced STI symptoms in the last 6 months were more likely to have 
reported inconsistent condom use with their non-client partner. 

IMPLICATION: Given that this is cross-sectional data we do not know if there is a causal relationship. It may 
be that women are experiencing symptoms because they use condoms inconsistently.

5. Bivariate analysis showed that women who did not use condoms consistently with their non-client partner 
experienced more violence from these partners than women who did use condoms consistently. Partner 
violence was only marginally significant when adjusted for in multivariate analysis.

IMPLICATION: Qualitative studies have shown that violence is a significant barrier to condom negotiation in 
domestic relationships in India, and our data now shows this quantitatively.

Table 1. Sociodemographic characteristics of 364 FSWs by consistent use of condoms 
with non-client partners (always/not always). 

Of the 812 FSW, 35% of women did not always use a condom with regular clients in the 
last week, 31% did not always use condoms with an occasional client, 61% did not always 
use a condom with their temporary husband/lover and 92% did not always use a condom 
with their husband. 

Women who said they had sex with a non-client partner in the last week (n=364) were 
younger, more educated, more likely to engage in home-based or highway-based sex work, 
and had more program exposure (receptive or active utilization versus no exposure to 
intervention) than women who had not had sex with a non-client partner.

Bivariate analysis showed that women who always used condoms with non-client partners 
tended to be younger, were more likely to be involved in home-based and agricultural-based 
sex work, and were less likely to be sterilized, to have experienced partner violence, and to 
have experienced STI symptoms in the last 6 months.

After adjustment through multivariate analysis, involvement in home-based sex work, 
highway-based sex work or multiple types of sex work were found to be factors significantly 
associated with consistent condom use with non-client partners. Sterilization, and having 
experienced STI symptoms in the last 6 months were correlated with not consistently using 
condoms with non-client partners.

Housing security (p = .07) and experiencing partner violence (p = .13) were found to be 
marginally significantly correlated with not consistently using condoms with non-client 
partners.

Table 3. Multivariate-adjusted Odds Ratios and 95% Confidence Intervals for Consistently Using Condoms with a Non-Client 
partner.

Table 2. HIV and STI related characteristics of 364 FSWs by consistent use of condoms 
with non-client partners (always/not always)
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